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2023 September 3          Sacrament of Communion              Pentecost 14 

Welcome and Inclusion 

We open our hearts and our church family to all people in our 

community regardless of age, gender identity, differing abilities, 

ethnicity, economic circumstances, or sexual orientation. Many 

people’s lives continue to be devastated by hatred, prejudice, and 

inequality, therefore we stand with those who are adversely affected 

by injustice, alienation and oppression.  



 

Welcome to Robertson-Wesley 
Please know that in the eyes of God you already belong here and you are 

welcome to participate in any of the activities of the congregation. 

 

We acknowledge that the land on which we gather is Treaty 6 territory, a 

traditional meeting ground for Indigenous peoples. We acknowledge the 

Métis Nation of Alberta, Region 4, who are of mixed Indigenous & 

European heritage. 
  

ACCESSIBILITY 
There is an elevator located inside the building with the glass door 
entrance.  
Access ramps can be found: inside leading from the lobby to the sanctuary 
and outside at the rear of the building, leading from the parking lot. 
  
There are accessible washrooms located in the lobby near the elevator. 
  
Hearing assistance devices are available from the ushers. 
  
Large print worship bulletins, and hymn books are available from the 
ushers.   
  
Service animals are welcome, except where food is prepared. 
  
We commit to make R-W a comfortable space for people with cognitive 
impairment. If you require accommodations related to cognitive 
functioning please contact the office. 
 
BABY/ CHILDREN’S AMENITIES  
People can breastfeed anywhere in the building, should you want more 
privacy there is designated nursing space in the Millson room, located by 
the grand piano. Baby changing tables are installed in all washrooms. If 
you wish to use it, a children’s activity centre is set up in the Chapel. 
There are also activity books available for children. Please ask the usher. 
  
INFORMATION 
The ushers located at the entrances are here to help should you have any 
questions. More information about the church and church activities can be 
found in the pamphlet racks outside Memorial Hall.  
 
PERSONAL BELONGINGS  
Please do not leave valuables unattended anywhere in the church.  

 
       10209 123 St, Edmonton T5N 1N3 780-482-1587 
       mail@rwuc.org     www.rwuc.org  



 

Friends in Christ   

  

Prelude: Sonata in G minor, by Francesco Barsanti  

1. Adagio 2. Largo 3. Minuet              Ilona Bevan, recorder, Dr. Allan Bevan, organ 
  

Embracing Our Spirit 
 

Opening Prayer: 
O God, your kindness has brought us to this new day and to this 
community of your people. We bless you for your call to come 
and your gracious covenantal presence with us. We bring with us 
marks and scars of our living and the treasure of our hearts. We 
bring what the world observes and what you alone know. Bless 
all that we offer in this time of worship, our songs, our prayers, 
our words, and the ponderings of our hearts. We pray in Jesus’ 
name. Amen.1 
 

Hymn: I See a New Heaven                                          Voices United 713                                                                                                                                                   
I see a new heaven. I see a new earth  
as the old one will pass away, 
where the fountain of life flows  
and without price goes  
to all people who abide in the land. 
 

There, there on the banks of a river bright and free, 
yielding her fruit, firm in her root, 
the Tree of Life will be. 
 

I see a new heaven. I see a new earth  
as the old one will pass away, 
where the fountain of life flows  
and without price goes  
to all people who abide in the land. 
 

There, there where death dies and our lives are born again, 
body and soul, struggling but whole 
like flowers after the rain. 
 

I see a new heaven. I see a new earth  
as the old one will pass away, 
where the fountain of life flows  
and without price goes  
to all people who abide in the land. 
 

There, there where the darkness brings visions from above. 
There where the night, bearing new light, 
reveals the promise of love. 
 

                                                      
1 Written by Bob Root, Peterborough, Ont., Gathering, Pentecost 1, 2019, p. 39. Used 

with permission.   



 

I see a new heaven. I see a new earth  

as the old one will pass away, 

where the fountain of life flows  

and without price goes  

to all people who abide in the land. 
 

There, there where we work with the love of healing hands. 

Labour we must, true to our trust 

to build a promised new land. 
 

I see a new heaven. I see a new earth  

as the old one will pass away, 

where the fountain of life flows  

and without price goes  

to all people who abide in the land. 
 

Prayer for Transformation: 

Gracious and everlasting God, you have always been with us and 

always will be with us. Sometimes we forget that and think we 

are in charge and that what happens depends on us and us alone. 

Forgive us. Help us in this time of worship to accept your 

presence and to open ourselves to your Spirit among us, within 

us, everywhere we go. Amen.2  
 

Coming into God’s Presence                               Rev. Dirk Jessen 

God’s Holy Word 

 

Hymn: Put Peace Into Each Other’s Hands                    More Voices 173 

Put peace into each other's hands                                  Vv. 1-3, 4a, 5 

and like a treasure hold it; 

protect it like a candle flame, 

with tenderness enfold it. 
 

Put peace into each other's hands 

with loving expectation; 

be gentle in your words and ways, 

in touch with God's creation. 
 

Put peace into each other's hands, 

like bread we break for sharing; 

look people warmly in the eye: 

our life is meant for caring. 

 

                                                      
2 Written by Catherine Tovell, Kilworth U.C., Komoka, Ont. Gathering, Pentecost 1, 

2019, p. 45. Used with permission.   



 

As at communion, shape your hands 

into a waiting cradle; 

the gift of Christ receive, revere, 

united round the table. 
 

Reach out in friendship, stay with faith  

in touch with those around you. 

Put peace into each other’s hands; 

the Peace that sought and found you.  
 

Prayer of Illumination 

God of Grace, as we receive these words, words inspired by you, 

may we discover your urgings, may they stir our thoughts, may 

we be empowered to grow, and may we act in ways that reveal 

who you are to all who would notice. Amen.3 
 

Scriptures:  Vicky Mah 

Romans 12:9-21 • Let love be genuine; overcome evil with good.    

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love 
one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing 
honour. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice 
in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the 
needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who 
persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another; 
do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be 
wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought 
for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends 
on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 
leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, 
I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “If your enemies are hungry, feed 
them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by doing 
this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome 
by evil, but overcome evil with good.  
 

Matthew 16:21-28 • “Take up the cross and follow me.”    

From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go 

to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and 

chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God 

forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” But he turned and 

said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to 

me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 

things.” Then Jesus told his disciples, “if any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow 

                                                      
3 Written by Sheryl McLeod, Admaston P.C., Admaston, Ont., Gathering, Pentecost 1, 

2019, p. 46. Used with permission. 



 

me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 

lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if 

they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give 

in return for their life? For the Son of God is to come with the angels 

in the glory of God and then he will repay everyone for what has been 

done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste 

death before they see the Son of God coming in the kin-dom.” 
 

       May we hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 

Thanks be to God.          
 

Duet: Panis Angelicus, by Cesar Franck 

  Douglas Graham and Jacqueline Hernandez, soloists 

Panis angelicus fit panis hominum; 

Dat panis cœlicus figuris terminum: 

O res mirabilis! 

Manducat Dominum 

Pauper, Pauper, servus et humilis. 
 

May the Bread of Angels become bread for mankind; 

The Bread of Heaven puts 

All foreshadowings to an end; 

Oh, thing miraculous! 

The body of the Lord will nourish 

the poor, the servile, and the humble. 
 

Sermon: Making Sense                                                         Rev. Dirk Jessen 

Grateful Response 

Hymn: Now to Your Table Spread                                 Voices United 456 

Now to your table spread 

we come, each one in faith 

that you alone provide the words of life or death: 

in wine and bread, in promised food 

we find your loving heart, O God. 
 

Hands of the world stretch out 

your mystery to touch 

in longing to believe a truth beyond our reach, 

to sing in joy, to cry in grief, 

to know your meaning for our life. 
 

Here is our common wealth 

in sharing what is good, 

as though all humankind around one table stood, 

this bread to break, this wine to taste: 

      one people in the name of Christ. 
 

Pastoral Prayers      Rev. Karen Bridges                  

 



 

Lord’s Prayer:                                                            Voices United p. 921 

 Our Creator, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name. 

thy kin-dom come,  

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kin-dom and the power and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen.  
 

A Gratitude Minute Sylvia Duffus 
 

Offering:  

Your donations today support R-W Church programs and operations, as 

well as outreach projects and programs in the city and 

around the world. You can donate by e-transfer to 

pay@rwuc.org, cheque, debit/credit at the terminal located at 

the Grocery Card table in Memorial Hall during fellowship 

after worship, pre-authorized remittance, or PayPal by 

scanning the QR code. Tax receipts are issued at the end of the year for 

donations over $20 if your name and address are provided. 
 

Offertory: Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow Voices United 541 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures high and low; 

give thanks to God in love made known: 

Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 
  

Prayer of Gratitude: 

You have given us so much, God of love and generosity. Help us 

as we respond to your gifts with the gifts of time, talent, and 

treasure. We dedicate these offerings to your work and our lives 

in your service. Amen.4 

Sacrament of Holy Communion  

All who worship with us today, regardless of age or church membership, are invited and 

welcome to partake in this sacrament. For people who worship online, please prepare 

whatever is available in your house, a cracker, bread, muffin, and juice, wine, or water. 

People in the sanctuary will be offered bread and grape juice. There is a gluten free 

option available. 

                                                      
4 Written by Beth Johnston, Hantsport P.C. Hantsport, N.S., Gathering, Pentecost 1, 

2019, p. 49. Used with permission.  



 

The voice of God speaks: “Listen, all you who thirst, come to the 

waters, and you that have no money, come buy and eat! Come buy 

wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend 

your money on bread which fails to satisfy? Come to me, that you 

may have life.” 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to God.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Source and Sustainer of life, we gather at this table to offer thanks, 

and to taste afresh the wonder of a holy love. In companionship 

with all creatures, we are one in gratitude for the gift and mystery of 

life, and one in longing for a world reborn. 

Creator and Friend, we praise you for your presence in and 

with your creation, ever drawing it toward healing and 

wholeness. In our joy, you are the overflowing cup: in our need, 

you are the bread by which we journey on. With all who abide 

in your presence and care, we lift our voices to you: 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy:                

Holy, holy, holy God, power of life and love! 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory! 

Hosanna through the ages! 

Blest is the One who comes to bring your justice to earth!  
 

Remembering Jesus at Table: 

Let us remember together that vision of God’s reign shown to us in 

Jesus at table: 

He shared food with followers and friends,  

with saints and sinners, 

with crowds of thousands on the hillside, 

and a few friends in an upper room. 

On the night before he died, he had supper with his companions. 

He took a loaf of bread, and after giving thanks, he broke it, and gave 

it to them, saying:  

“Take, eat. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then, he took a cup, and after giving thanks, he passed it among 

them, saying:  

“Drink this. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

Through this loaf and cup, Jesus lives within us. 

In word and deed, Jesus lives among us.  
 



 

Eternal God, we unite in this covenant of faith, as we break bread 

and share the cup, giving thanks for your love in Jesus, the Christ. 

We spread your table with these gifts of the earth and of our labour. 

We present to you our very lives, committed to your service on 

behalf of all people.  
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.   
 

We pray to you, God of Love, send your Holy Spirit upon us and 

what we do here, that we and these gifts, touched by your Spirit may 

be signs of life and love to each other, and to all the world.  
 

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, God most holy, now and forever. 

Amen.  

Sharing the Bread and the Cup 

Meditation: Chorale Prelude on “Rockingham”, arr. by Frederick Silvestri   
                                                                                                      Allan Bevan, organ 

 

Prayer after Communion: 

Gracious God, may your gifts of love transform and enliven us 

that we may live lives of thanksgiving. May your presence among 

us provoke such longing for your realm, that we will never be 

satisfied until the whole earth knows your justice, your peace, 

and your love. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 
 

Hymn: We Are Pilgrims                                                 Voices United 595 

We are pilgrims on a journey 

fellow travellers on the road 

we are here to help each other 

walk the mile and bear the load. 
 

Will you, let me be your servant 

let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace 

to let you be my servant too. 
 

I will hold the Christ-light for you 

in the night-time of your fear; 

I will hold my hand out to you 

speak the peace you long to hear 
 

I will weep when you are weeping 

when you laugh, I’ll laugh with you; 

I will share your joy and sorrow 

till we’ve seen this journey through. 
 



 

When we sing to God in heaven 

we shall find such harmony, 

born of all we’ve known together 

of Christ’s love and agony. 
 

Will you, let me be your servant 

let me be as Christ to you; 

pray that I may have the grace to 

let you be my servant too. 
 

Commissioning: 

We go as a blessed and blessing people, pilgrims on a journey. 

Let us live God’s love through our hands, our hearts, and our 

voices that we might make a Christlike difference in our world. 
Amen.5 
 

Postlude: Rondo, by G. B. Bononcini          Ilona Bevan, recorder, Allan Bevan, organ 
 

Questions for Reflection:  

What ideas, principles or practices were you taught to live by in 

order to find success in life?  

Are there any that you had to re-evaluate or even abandon? 
 

R-W Report 
Next Sunday 

Sunday, Sept 10, 2023 

Pentecost 15 

Life Passages and Blessing of Backpacks 

Children & Youth: Children begin in the sanctuary, then go to Kids’ 

Church. Youth meet in the youth room at the beginning of the service.  

Genesis 2:4b-25 • Garden of Eden. 
Sermon: God is present always! 
Right from the beginning of creation God is with us, nurturing, 
protecting and sustaining life. Sometimes we are so focussed on our own 
thoughts, and desires that we lose sight of all that we have been offered 
from God. As we prepare to engage in learning together how can we 
capture the spirit of innocence that Adam and Eve had before they were 
cast out of the garden? How will this spirit of innocence help us discover 
and reconnect with God in our own lives? Let us share our stories of 
origin and how we came to know God as we receive the blessing and 
love of God together.  
Music: Dr. Allan Bevan, organist; Choir of Robertson-Wesley  

                                                      
5 Written by Sheryl Spencer, Mount Forest, P.C., Mount Forest, Ont., Gathering, 

Pentecost 1, 2019, p. 50. Used with permission.  
 



 

WEEK AT A GLANCE 
Sun Sept 3 Sunday Worship - Sanctuary & Online           10:30 am 
                     Fellowship - Memorial Hall         11:45 am 
Tues Sept 5 Scripture Reflections - Club Room & Zoom 12:00 pm 
 DEAP - Club Room  6:30 pm 
Wed Sept 6 R-W Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary  7:30 pm 
Sat Sept 9 Community Dinner - Memorial Hall  5:00 pm 
 Youth Group - Youth Room & Lower Hall  7:00 pm 
 
           ON THE HORIZON     
Sun Sept 10 Sunday Worship - Sanctuary & Online           10:30 am 
                     Fellowship & Bake Sale- Memorial Hall         11:45 am 
 Kids’ Church - Garden Patch and Air Room  10:30 am 
                     Youth Discussion - Youth Room                    10:30 am 
Mon Sept 11 Spirited Art Studio - Art Studio 7:00 pm 
Tues Sept 12 Scripture Reflections - Club Room & Zoom 12:00 pm 
 Property Meeting Committee - Room 11  1:00 pm 
 UCW - Memorial Hall  1:30 pm 
 Finance Committee Meeting - Club Room  7:00 pm 
Wed Sept 13 R-W Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary  7:30 pm 
Thurs Sept 14 Nova Bells - Lower Hall  5:15 pm 
 R-W Ringers - Lower Hall  6:45 pm 
 

Volunteer Opportunities 

 

YOUTH LEADERS 

We are putting together a team of leaders to work with the youth of the 

church (Grade 7-12). Youth Leaders with the support of the ministers 

gather with the youth on Sunday morning during worship for a 

discussion time about our faith. Curriculum and discussion topics are 

provided. The youth also meet twice a month on a Saturday night 

generally from 7:00 -9:30 pm for a time of fun and activities. We like to 

have a team of 4 leaders. If you are interested please contact Rev. Karen 

at Karen.bridges@rwuc.org 

 

LIVESTREAM HELP 

We are looking for all ages volunteers (youth to seniors!) to run the 

livestream on Sundays, from 9:30 - 11:30 am. The livestream process is a 

simple one that anyone can learn. The position is flexible, and if we get 

enough volunteers, weeks can be alternated. Having volunteers in this 

role is crucial to the ongoing success of the livestream. If you are 

interested please contact Brad at brad.campbell@rwuc.org. Brad will be 

on vacation from September 3-8, so expect a response once he returns. 
 
 



 

  
GARDEN PATCH & KIDS’ CHURCH LEADERS & 

VOLUNTEERS 
We are seeking some dedicated volunteers to work with the youngest in 
our midst. On most Sundays from Sept – June there is programming for 
the children in the basement of the church. The programming includes 
stories, games, activities, crafts, baking, discussion etc. The curriculum is 
provided. It is most helpful to have 2 people with each group. The 
Garden Patch is for children who are out of diapers (3 years old to 
Kindergarten). Kids’ Church is Grade 1-6, and if there are enough 
children it is helpful to split that group into Grade 1-3 and Grade 4-6. We 
like to have a team of people who lead these groups and we set up a 
schedule to help spread the work. Please contact Rev. Karen 
Karen.bridges@rwuc.org if you are interested in leading over the next 
program year Sept 2023 – June 2024. 

 

NOMINATIONS TEAM 

The Board of R-W is working on creating a new team of people (3-5) 

that will form the Nomination Committee. The nomination committee is 

responsible for seeking people to fill the elected roles on the R-W Board. 

Each year there are 1-4 roles that need to be filled. The team also updates 

the job descriptions when necessary. This is a great way to get to know 

people in the community of faith and the goal is to help people discover 

where their gifts from God would best be suited. The work of this team 

happens primarily from November until the Annual Meeting in March. 

The Board is seeking people who are willing to talk to others and ask 

questions. It is helpful if you are a good listener that can match skills 

with roles. If you are interested in learning more about this role please 

contact Rev. Karen Bridges: karen.bridges@rwuc.org  
 

R-W News & Notes  
 

UPCOMING CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

On Sunday Sept 17th immediately after the worship service (11:30 am) 

in the sanctuary there will be a Congregational Meeting to vote on the 

recommendation of the R-W Board to have Rev. Karen Bridges move 

into the Lead Minister of the Community of Faith and Community 

Development position as outlined in the new ministry model which was 

approved on June 4, 2023. This will be the only agenda item. If you 

would like a copy of the Community of Faith Profile which outlines the 

Minister Job Descriptions please contact the Church office or download a 

copy from this link. If you have questions please speak with Rev. Dirk 

Jessen or Jonathan Gregory- Robertson-Wesley Board 

 



 

HOURS 
The church will be closed on September 4, in observance of Labour 
Day.  

 
STAFF 

Brad Campbell will be on vacation from September 3-8.  
 

FALL CHOIR AND HANDBELL REHEARSALS RESUME 
Wednesday, September 6  R-W Choir  (7:30 -9:30 pm) 
Thursday, September 14 Nova Bells (5:15-6:15 pm) and R-W Ringers 
(7:00-8:30 pm)  
 

WORKSHOP: WHAT IS COMMUNION? 
Have you ever wanted to learn more about what Communion is and why 
we do what we do in the way we do it? On Sunday Sept 24 from 12 - 
1:30 pm in the sanctuary Rev. Karen Bridges and Brian Webb will lead 
the participants through various forms of communion with the 
opportunity to explore, ask questions and have conversations about the 
meaning of this sacrament and the role of ritual in our faith traditions. 
Please contact Rev. Karen if you are planning on attending or sign up at 
www.rwuc.org/worshipworkshop 
 

MUSIC IN WORSHIP 
Now is the time to be thinking about getting involved in the R-W Music 
program this fall! Opportunities are available as an instrumentalist, 
(strings, winds, brass, percussion) choral singer, or as a handbell ringer 
(beginning to advanced). Please speak with Allan Bevan after any 
service this summer, or email: music@rwuc.org for further information.  
 

ART SALE DONATIONS NEEDED 
We are collecting art for the Art Sale on October 28. Art is in the eye of 
the beholder - we are collecting paintings, pottery, china, etc. Please 
deliver to the church or if you need the art to be picked up please call Pat 
or Sheila at 780-481-0056. 
 

PHOTO DIRECTORY 
Stop worrying that you have forgotten someone’s name, or never knew 
their name in the first place! It's time to put a name to the face and 
compile a new photo directory of people who participate at Robertson-
Wesley United. Please consider having your photo included (or updated) 
in the fall edition. It doesn’t matter if you have been here for one week or 
90 years… please drop by the Club Room starting at 10:00 am or after 
the Sunday service starting at 11:30 am to get your photo taken on 
Sundays: Sept 17 or 24. The photo directory is produced right here at R-
W – no cost to you, no photos to purchase, you will receive a directory 
once it has been compiled. Let’s learn each other’s names together! 



 

#BLESSED 
It is time to reconnect and explore our faith together! On Sunday Sept 
10 children and youth are invited to the early part of the worship service 
as we take time to bless backpacks and other items that are important on 
our journey in life. We will take time to recommit ourselves to sharing 
our faith with one another while listening for where God is calling 
Robertson-Wesley to live out our call and commitment in the world.  
 

SPIRITED ARTS WORKSHOP 
Telling Your Stories: An Introduction 

Saturday, September 23 from 1:00 - 3:30 pm in Room 11. If you have a 
story to tell but aren’t sure how to approach it, this workshop’s for you. 
If you aren’t sure you have any stories worth telling, this workshop’s for 
you. We’ll mine life experience for some story gems and do a bit of 
polishing. While our focus will be on personal stories and oral 
storytelling, you could absolutely apply the techniques to fiction, to 
written stories. Lead by well known storyteller Reneé Englot. Please 
register at rwuc.org/workshops 
 

GREEN BITES 
With Autumn around the corner, this is the time when we think about 
moving our summer clothes to the back of the closet, turning off the air 
conditioner, and adding an extra blanket to our beds. For years many of 
us followed “expert” advice and prepared our gardens for winter by 
cutting back plants and shrubs and sending our leaves to the city's 
composting facility. Little did we know that by doing so, we were 
destroying the eggs of many insects, thereby reducing the amount of food 
available for birds and other creatures. No wonder the bird population is 
in decline.* In recent years, birds have had to contend with warmer 
temperatures. They don’t sweat like mammals do. Scientists have 
determined that July 2023 was the hottest month in the past 120,000 
years. But wild creatures can’t retreat to air-conditioned houses, or find 
water to drink in a parched landscape. As autumn gives way to winter, 
we can encourage birds to inhabit our neighbourhoods by providing 
birdfeeders filled with nourishing seeds, birdbaths with heaters to keep 
water from freezing, and unpruned trees and plants that provide shelter.   
  

*The decline in the bird population is due to many factors, including destruction of 
habitat as well as the increased use of glass, without suitable constraints to reduce bird 
collisions, in building construction. Many thanks to Wild Birds Unlimited for much of 
the above information. Please see their website at wbu.com for more data! 

 
WILD CHURCH 

Have you joined a Wild Church gathering yet?! Wild Church is an all-
age communal practice of learning to converse with nature in order to 
experience sacred transformation and restore connection with the web of 
life. We worship next on the theme, “Autumn Equinox,” at Paul Kane 
Park (wheelchair and stroller accessible) on September 17 at 1:00 pm. 
Rain or shine! Contact us at wildchurch@rwuc.org. Follow us on 
Instagram @wildchurchyeg 



 

CLOTHING SALE FUNDRAISER 
Save the date! The New to You Clothing Sale will be held on Saturday 
September 30th. Donations of clothing, shoes, jewellery and other 
accessories will be accepted one week prior to the sale. - Sylvia Post 
 

HOW R-W IS BECOMING MORE GREEN 
Check out this Newo blog about how R-W is working to reduce our 
environmental impact, and connect with nature through worship. We are 
so grateful for the Faithful Footprints grant that has allowed us to do this 
work! newo.energy/2023/08/04/robertson-wesley-united-church-urban-
and-wild 

In the Community 
 

NOT FALLING FOR YOU 
Not Falling for You is a free physical activity program for adults 50 and 
above, aimed at reducing the risk of falling through mobility improving 
exercises. R-W is collaborating with Alberta Health Services to host 
these classes on Thursday mornings at 10:00 - 11:00 am from 
September 21 to December 14.  

 
FUNDAYS IN SEPTEMBER 

Presented by the Oliver Community League in partnership 
with the University of Alberta’s Housing for Health team, 
these outdoor family-friendly events are Sundays 
September 10, 17 and 24 from 1:00 - 4:00 pm. In 
Monsignor William Irwin Park (9814 110 St) Next to 

Government Centre LRT station. Click or scan QR code to register and 
be entered into a draw for grand prizes. Those who walk, bike or take 
transit will be entered into a bonus draw. This Event is free, but they are 
accepting food bank donations.  
 

Worship Notes 

Thanks today to our vocal leaders Douglas Graham and Jacqueline Hernandez 

and to our instrumentalists Ilona Bevan (recorder), and Ron Soans (guitars) 

Cover Image 

Cover image is from clipartsuggest.com 

 
Minister of Social Justice and Outreach: Vacant 

Minister of Faith Development and Intergenerational Ministry: Vacant 
Minister of Congregation and Community Development: Rev. Karen Bridges 

Bridging Minister: Rev. Dirk Jessen 
Music Director: Dr. Allan Bevan 

Office Administrator: Elyse Munro 
Facilities Manager: Brad Campbell 

Financial Manager: Garth van Herwaarden 



 

 

Welcome to Robertson-Wesley 

 

If you would like, you can fill out this page, tear it off, and place it in the 

offering plates at the exits. This form is also available to fill out online at 

rwuc.org/infocard 

Today’s Date:____________________________________ 

Contact Information: 

Name: _________________________________________ 

Preferred gender pronouns:_________________________ 

Address: _______________________________________ 

City: __________________  Province: _______________ 

Postal Code: ___________  Phone #:_________________ 

Email: _________________________________________ 

 

I would like to subscribe to the email newsletter 

□ Yes    □ No 

□  I am new in the community 

□  I am a visitor 

□  I am interested in speaking with a minister 

□  I am considering making this my church 
 

Please put in the offering plate. Thank you 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


